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sire to invite your attention in this slight sketch are,
that up to the year 1870 only two Pali texts of any
size or importance had appeared in editions access-
ible to scholars in the West; and that, of these two,
only one was a book out of the Buddhist Scriptures,
and that this one was a short collection of edifying
stanzas, not composed as a book by themselves, but
selected, without their original context, from other
Buddhist books, then, in 1870, still buried in MS.

Nevertheless, the number of books, good, bad,
and indifferent, published on the subject of Buddh-
ism, was at that date very large. The reader will
be able to judge how far they were likely to be of
any permanent value when he calls to mind that no
one of the authors of any one of these books had
ever even read the Buddhist Bible in the original.
Now I would not for a moment quarrel with the
enthusiasm for the study of Buddhism which leads
people to write so much about it. But surely an
enthusiasm according to knowledge would lead peo-
ple to devote their leisure, their ability, and their
means, rather to the publication and translation of
the sacred books themselves, than to discussions
about their contents carried on in much the same
way as some chess-players play chess, sans voir,
without seeing the pieces. What we want then is
the texts themselves, and not extracts or abstracts,